[Ocular toxoplasmosis antibodies in aqueous humor and serum].
The diagnosis of ocular toxoplasmosis is mainly based on ophthalmological examination but might be difficult to establish in some cases. The purpose of our study was to evaluate the value of aqueous humor and serum analysis in ocular toxoplasmosis. We analyzed the avidity of toxoplasma-specific IgG in aqueous humor and serum samples from 50 patients with toxoplasmic retinochoroiditis, with 25 patients with uveitis posterior or panuveitis serving as controls. Specific intraocular antibody synthesis could be confirmed in 49 patients (98%). In two patients (8%) of the control group, antibody synthesis was detected (false positive). Forty-nine patients with diagnoses of ocular toxoplasmosis were positive for serum anti-T. gondii IgG, but only three patients had increased IgM levels. Analysis of local antibody production is a reliable method for confirming or excluding a suspected clinical diagnosis of toxoplasma retinochoroiditis. The determination of toxoplasma antibodies in the patients' serum is of limited value.